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As plastic waste accumulates in the ocean at alarming rates, the need for efficient and
sustainable remediation solutions is urgent. One solution is the development and
mobilization of technologies that either 1) prevent plastics from entering waterways
or 2) collect marine and riverine plastic pollution.
To date, however, few reports have focused on these technologies, and information
on various technological developments is scattered. This leaves policymakers,
innovators, and researchers without a central, comprehensive, and reliable source of
information on the status of available technology to target this global problem. The
goal of this study was to address this gap by creating a comprehensive inventory of
technologies currently used or in development to prevent the leakage of plastic
pollution or collect existing plastic pollution.
Our Plastic Pollution Prevention and Collection Technology Inventory
(https://nicholasinstitute.duke.edu/plastics-technology-inventory) can be used as a
roadmap for researchers and governments to 1) facilitate comparisons between the
scope of solutions and the breadth and severity of the plastic pollution problem and 2)
assist in identifying strengths and weaknesses of current technological approaches.
We created this inventory from a systematic search and review of resources that
identified technologies. Technologies were organized by the type of technology and
target plastics (i.e., macroplastics, microplastic, or both). We identified 52
technologies that fall into the two categories of prevention or collection of plastic
pollution. Of these, 59% focus specifically on collecting macroplastic waste already in
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waterways. While these efforts to collect plastic pollution are laudable, their current
capacity and widespread implementation are limited in comparison to their potential
and the vast extent of the plastic pollution problem. Similarly, few technologies
attempt to prevent plastic pollution leakage, and those that do are limited in scope. A
comprehensive approach is needed that combines technology, policymaking, and
advocacy to prevent further plastic pollution and the subsequent damage to aquatic
ecosystems and human health. Science Direct / Read more
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[Captain D. C. Sekhar, Member of ISCO Council for India, writes “This study by Nicholas
Institute (US) has listed five successful technologies worldwide, that have used river
booms to trap macroplastics - Clean River Project River Boom (US), Bandalong Boom
(Australia), AlphaMERS Foating Barrier (India), The Litterboom Project (South Africa)
and Plastic Fischer Trash Boom (Germany). This well compiled inventory has listed
various other interesting solutions dealing with marine macro and micro plastics. I hope
this list grows multifold, for the sake of our planet !”]

NAMEPA LAUNCHES VIRTUAL
LEARNING SERIES
NAMEPA (North American Marine
Environment Protection Association)
has announced the launch of its latest
education program: Planet and Ocean
Discovery Series (PODS). Part of NAMEPA’s commitment to providing marine
environmental education, this free series is designed for the educator, student, lifelong learner and anyone passionate about the marine environment.

“In our commitment to educate the public on the marine environment, we have divided PODS into three distinct groups in order to
cover all topics related to our global oceans and waterways” stated Lisa Piastuch, NAMEPA’s Education and Outreach Director.
“Coastal Habitats, The Open Ocean and Inland Waterways are all connected through nutrient cycles, the water cycle and are all
impacted by the changing climate. Within each of the PODS you will find a level of organization to help guide you seamlessly through
each of the PODS and with consistency in topics you can easily find the information you need. Each of the PODS contain the same
cross-cutting ideas: habitat and adaptation, environmental importance, the changing climate, and shipping/navigation.”
PODS are an environmentally based, completely virtual and downloadable learning series that have been designed to foster a love for
the marine environment in the virtual learner. Each provides the information and tools necessary to deliver a complete educational
unit and can be used as a single lesson or collectively with the provide supplemental material to enhance curriculum. The
interdisciplinary lessons are suitable for all learning levels and are aligned with Next Generation Science Standards (NGSS) and Ocean
Literacy Principles.
The first PODS unit is Coastal Habitats: where land and ocean meet. It highlights three unique coastal habitat ecosystems - Wetlands,
Coral Reefs and Mangroves. These regions are habitat for a variety of unique and often endangered species while providing a
multitude of ecosystem services for all life on earth. NAMEPA / Read more

NEWS REPORTS FROM AROUND THE WORLD

BRAZIL: PREVENTION OF MARINE LITTERING
December 21 - Spreading and exchanging knowledge about marine littering, and tools to for finding and preventing sources of waste.
That was achieved through dedication and cooperation between local non-profit organizations, local vendors and the population of
Santos.
Swedish EPA has funded The Brazilian Association of Public Cleansing and Waste Management Company (Abrelpe), a project in Brazil
focusing on preventing marine littering of plastics, Lixo Fora D’agua. Abrelpe and Santos Municipal Environment Minister have worked
together on the project to combat the littering of waste at water sources by improving waste management systems and raising
citizens' awareness in the Santos macro-region in Brazil. The results in Santos has proved to be very important and have presented an
action plan and a strategy to prevent marine littering. The project has also developed tools for finding and preventing and monitoring
land-based sources of waste. Swedish EPA / Read more

CANADA: ‘TRANSPARENCY IS CRITICAL’: BURIED REPORT RAISES QUESTIONS
ABOUT OILSANDS BIRD MONITORING PROGRAM
January 21 - A lack of transparency, inadequate testing of bird protection systems and insufficient regulatory oversight characterize
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Alberta’s system of safe-guarding birds from perishing in oilsands tailings ponds, according to a previously unreleased internal
report prepared for the Alberta Energy Regulator. The comprehensive report, obtained by The Narwhal through a freedom of
information request, found regulatory approaches have resulted in “a situation that maximizes the appearance of bird protection
while appearing to impede actual bird protection.”
Alberta’s more than 200 square kilometres of tailings ponds are situated under a major migratory flyway that sees over a million
birds pass over each spring and fall. According to the report, tens of thousands of birds land on the tailings ponds every year and
about one per cent die. Hundreds more fly away covered in oil, their ultimate fates unknown.
In 2015, Colleen Cassady St. Clair, a professor of biology at the University of Alberta and a longtime leader in research on bird
landings on oilsands tailings ponds, was commissioned by the regulator to analyze the province’s bird protection plans. The resulting
report, submitted in 2016, was never released to the public. The Narwhal / Read more

FRANCE: CEDRE JOINS EU TECHNICAL GROUP ON MARINE LITTER
January 13 - In early December, Cedre joined the French delegation of the European Union’s Technical Group on Marine Litter
(TGML) at the request of the French Ministry for the Ecological Transition. The purpose of this group, created within the framework
of the Marine Strategy Framework Directive (MSFD), is to assist Member States with the implementation of monitoring and
assessment of the Good Environmental Status (GES) of their waters for Descriptor 10 “Marine Litter”.
Cedre will be involved in this group as a national expert in the monitoring of macro- and micro-litter on the shoreline and will strive
to develop synergies with the work conducted by the OSPAR Beach Litter Expert Group that it leads. Cedre’s involvement began on
14th December with an online meeting attended by 44 experts from the different Member States. This meeting focused on the
revision of the methodological guide describing the monitoring protocols recommended at a European scale as well as on the
development of baseline levels and thresholds for the different indicators for MSFD Descriptor 10. http://wwz.cedre.fr/en/

INDIA: NIO, NPC SIGN MOU ON OIL SPILL MANAGEMENT, CLIMATE CHANGE
December 27 - The Goa-based National Institute of Oceanography has signed a memorandum of understanding with New Delhi-based
National Productivity Council (NPC) to jointly work in the areas of climate change, environment-related data analytics, combating oil
spills, and exploration of renewable energy, a statement said on Saturday.
"The aim of this MoU is primarily to develop a long-term joint working partnership in the areas of environment management, climate
resilience in coastal zones and communities, oceanographic data analytics, environmental impact studies and modelling to predict
environmental impact, besides identifying remedial and mitigation measures and contributing to policy research," the statement said.
The NIO and the NPC will also focus on assessment of macro and microplastics in the country's rivers, seas and other marine bodies.
India Times / Read more

KOREA: MARINE ENVIRONMENT EDUCATION INSTITUTE LAUNCHED '2021
MARINE POLLUTION PREVENTION MANAGER EDUCATION AND TRAINING'
January 22 - The Marine Environment Education Institute (Jo Chan-yeon), director of the Marine Environment Education Institute
(KOEM, President Park Seung-gi), said on 22 February that it had begun "education and training on marine pollution prevention
managers and more in 2021."
"Education and training, such as marine pollution prevention managers" is a statutory education that must be edition by marine
pollution prevention managers of ships and marine facilities and technical persons engaged in marine environment management in
accordance with Articles 39 and 40 of the Enforcement Decree of the Marine Environment Management Act.
From this year on, the qualification requirements for marine pollution prevention managers, etc. have been strengthened, and only
if you have been educated and trained can you be appointed as a marine pollution prevention manager or qualified as a technical
person in the marine environment management business, and you must have the training in advance.
This course is a 2-day or 3-day course, and a total of 48 trainings will be operated this year, and annual training courses, courses, and
application methods can be found on the Marine Environment Education Institute website (www.merti.or.kr) KOEM / Read more

LUXEMBOURG: WATER IN PARTS OF CAPITAL POLLUTED, NOT SAFE TO DRINK
January 18 - Luxembourg City continued to warn people in parts of the town not to drink water from their taps on Monday evening,
as it worked to rinse out pipes after leaks from two reservoirs had polluted the supply.
Manganese, a chemical element, had leaked into the drinking water in the Ban de Gasperich and Cloche d'Or areas in the south of
Luxembourg City as well as parts of the Hesperange commune, the city said. "The tap water is unsafe for human consumption in
certain areas of Luxembourg City". Luxembourg Times / Read more
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NIGERIA: BODO REMEDIATION PROJECT YEAR END REPORT ON 2020 ACTIVITIES
December 31 - The Bodo Mediation Initiative (BMI) has the role to mediate and oversee the execution of the Bodo Project by working
closely with all stakeholders including representatives of the Bodo Community, The Shell Petroleum Development Company of Nigeria
(SPDC), non-governmental organizations, and regulatory agencies.
This report provides a summary of activities undertaken in 2020 associated with the Bodo Remediation Project which first entails the
cleanup of 963 ha of contaminated mangrove habitat, shorelines, mud banks and illegal refineries in the Bodo area to be followed by
a mangrove restoration and monitoring program. Oil spill damages were initially caused by two pipeline incidents in 2008.
Unfortunately, illegal operations continue, resulting in re-oiling that impacts areas that have been already been cleaned.
Following a Phase 1 initial cleanup in 2017 and 2018, these Phase 2 activities were initiated in November 2019 and are estimated to
continue for another two years. Mangrove planting and monitoring is expected to commence in 2021 and continue for five years.
To request a PDF copy of the report, please contact Erich Gundlach at bmicommunications2@gmail.com
[Editor: The report is quite a large document (9MB). Regrettably I was unable to find a link for downloading the report but it should
be available on request]

UK: MCA GUIDANCE MSN 1870 AMENDMENT 2 PERSONAL PROTECTIVE
EQUIPMENT STANDARDS
January 20 – Updated Safety Standards for personal protective equipment covered by the merchant shipping and fishing vessels 1999
regulations.
Amendment 2 reflects the changes in regulations since the publication of this MSN and updates the PPE standards quoted from the
British Standards and EU Commissions Harmonised Standards websites. MCA / Read more

USA: TWO OFFSHORE WORKERS CHARGED OVER U.S. GULF OF MEXICO OIL SPILLS
January 20 - Two Fieldwood Energy LLC oil workers face federal criminal charges for allegedly separately allowing crude oil spills from
offshore U.S. Gulf of Mexico platforms to avoid required shutdowns. The two were indicted Tuesday for spills in 2015 and 2018,
according to complaints by the U.S. attorney for the Eastern District of Louisiana. Offshore Engineer / Read more

USA: BIDEN ORDER BLOCKS KEYSTONE XL PIPELINE
January 20 - As part of his ambitious plan to address climate change, President Biden is revoking a key cross-border presidential
permit needed to finish the controversial Keystone XL pipeline. This likely means the end of the $8 billion pipeline, a years-long
project that would have carried oil sands crude from Alberta, Canada, to the American Gulf Coast. The pipeline has come to signify
the debate over whether fossil fuels should be left in the ground in order to rein in greenhouse gas emissions and avoid the worst
damage from climate change.
President Barack Obama rejected the project in 2015. President Donald Trump revived it as one of his first actions in office.
Construction on Keystone XL began last year, and the company says about 300 miles of the pipeline has been built so far. TC Energy
says in a statement that "advancement of the project will be suspended" and that the company likely will take a hit to its first
quarter earnings. While the company's announcement was straightforward, oil industry groups that supported the project decried
the Biden decision. NPR / Read more [Thanks to Marc K. Shaye, Hon.FISCO, Member of ISCO Executive Committee]

USA: LATEST NEWS REPORTS FROM NOAA OR&R
January 22 – Please click on the links below to read the latest News Reports from NOAA OR&R
Marine Debris Program Hosts Virtual New Jersey Emergency Response Guide Workshop Series
On January 6 and 13, NOAA’s Marine Debris Program hosted a virtual two-part New Jersey Marine Debris Emergency Response
Planning workshop as part of an ongoing project to help improve the preparedness of coastal states in their response to and
recovery from acute marine debris incidents.
Arctic Council's Emergency Prevention Preparedness and Response Winter Meeting
Over the past 2 weeks, the Arctic Council's Emergency Prevention Preparedness and Response (EPPR) Working Group(link is
external) held its winter meeting online. EPPR includes expert working groups on oil pollution, search and rescue, radiation
emergencies, and wildfires. Normally the members meet in person, but due to the health emergency restrictions and circumpolar
time zones, the meetings were held remotely for a few hours each day.
Marine Debris Program Publishes Article on Zero Waste Efforts
On January 16, the Marine Pollution Bulletin published a Viewpoint article written by the Marine Debris Program.
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A Tale of Epic Flooding and Scientific Support for a Natural Gas Pipeline Release during Hurricane Harvey
It was a blustery, overcast morning on August 28, 2017 when Adam Davis, then a young Scientific Support Coordinator, showed up
on scene in Port Arthur, Texas. Wide-eyed and excited Adam could not wait to get started assisting the Marine Safety Unit, that was
until he saw the flooding. Freeways and city streets completely submerged underwater.
Looking out over the interstate and seeing only the tops of the light post that lined usually trafficked road. He thought to himself,
“What have I gotten myself into, how could it get much worse?” Then the call came in, a natural gas leak submerged underwater in
a fast flowing river near a refinery with two large cargo vessels barely tied upstream along the riverbank. What Adam did not know
was this was about to turn into the longest 5 hours of his life…
Download the recording to this month’s episode of You Don’t Know What You Don’t Know to hear the rest of Adam’s Hurricane
Harvey adventure! You Don’t Know What You Don’t Know every third Thursday of the month at 3pm EST.
noaaorr.adobeconnect.com/orrlectureseries/
OR&R Supports State of Virginia in Addressing Abandoned and Derelict Vessels
As with most coastal states, abandoned and derelict vessels (ADV) has become a major problem in our waterways. In most cases,
these ADVs, are commonly abandoned, often in disrepair and without ownership.
Incident Management Team: Staying Vigilant to Support the National Ocean Service during Disasters
On January 13, OR&R’s Disaster Preparedness Program (DPP) hosted the first National Ocean Service (NOS) Incident Management
Team (IMT) meeting of 2021.
475 Acres of Texas Wetlands to Be Preserved in Proposed Restoration Plan
Per a (link is external)Federal Register Notice(link is external) on January 14, 2021, the Department of Justice announced that
a consent decree(link is external) was lodged in the hazardous waste case of DuPont Beaumont in Jefferson County, Texas.
Marine Debris Program Presents to Virginia Elementary School 5th Grade Assembly
On January 8, the NOAA Marine Debris Program’s (MDP) Mid-Atlantic Regional Coordinator, Christy Kehoe, provided a virtual
presentation and Q+A session more than 150 fifth grade students and staff from Spring Hill Elementary School in Virginia.

USA: NEW LAW IN CALIFORNIA, USA, AFFECTING SHIPOWNERS’ LIABILITY FOR
OIL POLLUTION
January 21 - The new California law, which entered into force on 1 January 2021, doubles the existing minimum and maximum fines
for certain oil spill violations related, among other things, to persons who knowingly engage in or cause the discharge or spill of oil
into waters or knowingly fail to begin clean-up etc. of spilled oil. For certain violations the new law also authorises the court, at its
discretion, to impose a fine of up to USD 1,000 per gallon spilled in excess of 1,000 gallons of oil – a fine which is not statutorily
capped.
Members should be particularly aware that the increased fines can be applied both to intentional violations and violations resulting
from negligence (“a person who reasonably should have known”). The law applies to a wide range of corporations and individuals,
including, but not limited to, owners, operators, and managers of ships of all types and their employees. BIMCO / Read more

USA: WHAT IS THE NEW US VICE PRESIDENT'S ENVIRONMENTAL BACKGROUND?
January 22 - Today Kamala Harris is making history as not only the
highest-ranking female elected official in US history, but also the first
African American and first Asian American to ever be vice president.
After she was picked by (the incoming) President Joe Biden as his
running mate last year, supporters were quick to highlight the former
California Attorney General's accomplished political and legal
background. But what about her record on environmental issues?
This is where Kamala Harris comes into her own. While she was district
attorney of San Francisco, 15 years ago, Harris created an
environmental justice unit, which specifically existed to deal with cases
of environmental crime.
Harris identified that "crimes against the environment are crimes against communities, people who are often poor and
disenfranchised," as she said to the San Francisco Chronicle in 2005.The nexus between socio-economic disadvantage and
environmental damage is something Harris has sought to address consistently - long before terms like ‘intersectional
environmentalism’ even existed.
More recently, Harris has sued major oil companies after they violated environmental legislation, and following the devastating
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Refugio oil spill in 2015, the company responsible (Plains All American Pipeline) was indicted on 46 criminal charges.
Interestingly, as part of the Biden Climate Plan, the new president has pledged to introduce an Environmental and Climate Justice
division within the Department of Justice. The new division is specifically aimed at prosecuting anti-pollution cases.
Euronews / Read more

ISCO NEWS

FIRST ZOOM MEETING OF 2021 TOOK PLACE LAST WEEK
As agreed at ISCO’s 2020 AGM the first monthly Zoom meeting of Members and guests took place on January 21/22. The meeting
was well attended by participants from all over the world.
A Report will be published in the ISCO Meetings section in the Members’ area on the ISCO website.

PEOPLE IN THE NEWS

NEW DIRECTOR OF MARINE TECHNOLOGY JOINS GLOBAL TEAM
January 18 - Alisa Preston, P. Eng., has joined SCAA member Global Diving & Salvage, Inc. as Director of
Marine Technology. In this role, she will be leading the growth of Global’s underwater technology
resources, supporting their existing business lines while creating new opportunities. Preston will be
responsible for advancing the development of sustainable and innovative marine technology and ROV
(Remotely Operated Vehicle) services as an integral part of the overall business strategies for both
Global and Global’s sister company, MER Diving.
“Alisa brings a knowledgeable and enthusiastic approach in leading our companies’ collaborative
efforts to expand our underwater technology program,” said Mike Langen, Vice President of Marine
Construction, Engineering and Technology. “There is a growing range of opportunity in this field, and
Alisa has the knowledge, experience, and – most importantly – the personality and drive to push us forward as a leading underwater
technology service provider.” SCAA / Read more

NEWS FROM ISCO MEMBERS

OSRL - COVID-19 UPDATE (22ND JANUARY 2021)
As new strains of Coronavirus are becoming prevalent, our Travel department is closely monitoring travel bans for our colleagues
from the UK, Brazil, and South Africa. We collate information from several sources, including Government websites and our travel
suppliers themselves. The information is accessible to all staff via an internal spreadsheet. Vaccination programmes are beginning to
roll out across the world. We are pleased to report that we have seen the first OSRL personnel receiving vaccinations in Bahrain,
Singapore and the USA.
Since our last communication, we continue to monitor and update the country plans available on our website. We have updated
the following country plans: Kazakhstan, Singapore, Myanmar, New Zealand, Philippines and Suriname. We also have a new country
plan for Greece. Click here to view.
We have released registration for another new seminar; One Year On: What Have We Learned? Properties of Low Sulphur Fuel Oils.
Our second seminar available on this topic will include presentations from Paul Gunter, OSRL consultant on the properties and
characteristics of Low Sulphur Fuel Oils and Silje Berger from the Norwegian Coastal Administration (NCA) with input from CEDRE.
2020 was undoubtedly an extraordinary year, with each of us facing new and unique challenges. There were well-documented
failings in the global response at both an organisational and national level. Discussing this topic, we have recently published an
insights article written by Principal Consultant Rosie Buse, titled 'Navigating a Crisis and the value of Worst Case Scenario Planning'.
The article discusses whether crisis planners are confident that they are equipped for the next significant challenge. Read the
article here.
The UK and EU agreed a Trade Agreement which commenced on the 1st January. Following this we have released a Brexit response
readiness statement which is available on our website here.
As always, we remain just a phone call away, ready to virtually support you and your operations. Should you have any questions,
please email CMT@oilspillresponse.com or contact our Duty Managers.

SURFCLEANER ANNOUNCES DISTRIBUTION PARTNERSHIP WITH ULTRATECH
INTERNATIONAL INC.
SurfCleaner, the producer of the world’s first hybrid oil skimmer separator, announced its distribution partnership with UltraTech
International Inc., a leader in the environmental compliance industry. The companies aim to enable oil refineries across the world to
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perform continuous and automatic removal of surface pollution while reducing CO2 and VOC (volatile organic compounds)
emissions by up to 95%.
To accomplish this goal, the Swedish-based clean water technology company and the Florida-based pioneer of spill containment
products offer a patented solution which uniquely combines the oil skimmer and the oil separator functions, creating a new product
category.
The technology empowers refineries to recover and re-use 100% of the slops from the refining process due to the water content in
the recovered oil being less than 0.5%. Additionally, the solution protects the environment with its continuous operation principle,
which prevents pollutants from accumulating on the water surface and thus drastically reducing CO2 and VOC emissions.
EIN News / Read more

UPCOMING WEBINARS
Postings for publication in this section should be sent to the Editor – john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org

The Journal of Marine Science and Engineering is sponsoring a webinar on oil spills on January 26, 2021 beginning at
13:00 Eastern Standard Time. The topics covered will include new developments in the field of oil spills.
Free webinar on oil spills: register at https://jmse-1.sciforum.net/
The following is the schedule:
Time (EST)
13:00

Speaker
Dr. Merv Fingas

13:10

Dr. Jacqui Michel

13:30

Dr. Jacqui Michel

Topic
Foreword
A Response Guide for Sunken Oil Mats (SOMs): Formation, Behavior, Detection
and Recovery
Questions

13:40

Dr. Edward Owens

API K9 field trials with weathered subsurface oils at 5 m depths

14:00

Dr. Edward Owens

Questions

14:10

Dr. Bill Lehr

14:30
14:40
15:00

Dr. Bill Lehr
Dr. Merv Fingas
Dr. Merv Fingas

Are neural networks the answer to long-standing scientific challenges in oil spill
analysis?
Questions
Recent developments in Oil Spill Remote Sensing
Questions

15:10

Closing
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UPCOMING WEBINARS FROM ISCO MEMBER OSRL
January 28 - Paul Kelway, OSRL's Wildlife Preparedness & Response Manager and various contributors will be talking about current
tiered response and preparedness
February 4 - One Year On: What Have We Learned? Properties of Low Sulphur Fuel Oils. 1400 GMT Duration : 1.5 hours
This webinar is our second on the topic of Low Sulphur Fuel Oils. This seminar comprises two presentations:
Firstly, Paul Gunter on behalf of OSRL will talk about the properties and characteristics of Low Sulphur Fuel Oils based on actual data
collected throughout 2020.
Secondly, and continuing the spirit of collaboration, Silje Berger from the Norwegian Coastal Administration (NCA), with the input and
support of CEDRE, will talk about the ongoing major projects that the NCA is currently coordinating on Low Sulphur Fuel Oils. Our
intention through this ongoing webinar series is to continue to promote and facilitate a constructive exchange of information, to raise
awareness and promote best-practices throughout our industry. More info and registration
For more info on the OSRL seminars please visit
https://www.oilspillresponse.com/news--media/events/?utm_medium=website&utm_source=email&utm_campaign=covid19%20member%20update&utm_content=link%20to%20website&utm_term=covid%20update,%20covid-28

WEBINAR FROM ALGA: WASTE: ADDRESSING THE REGULATORY MAZE
Thursday, February 11, 2021. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM AEDT. Waste management of contaminated soils is an essential skill for any
contaminated site professional. It is a complex area, where getting it wrong can cost millions. This is an introductory webinar for a
series of detailed seminars dealing with waste issues. This webinar will cover:
•
Why it is important to manage your wastes as a contaminated site professional
•
Some traps for the unaware
•
Waste definitions – Australia focus some state differences
•
Basic waste classifications – NSW and Victoria examples provided briefly
•
Recycling, disposal and treatment cost comparisons
•
Options for management of contaminated soils from on-site to treatment and disposal
A short Q&A session will follow. More info and registration

UK & TURKEY REACH MASTERCLASSES FROM CHEMICAL WATCH
18 February, 12:00 GMT - Turkey KKDIK Masterclass – from Pre-registration to Registration. This one day course, led by Frederik
Johanson and Sibel Kılıç (REACHLaw), will give you a comprehensive overview of Turkey’s KKDIK requirements, and information on
how to manage the registration process successfully. More info & Registration
22 February, 14:00 GMT - Learn the essentials of UK REACH at this online masterclass, where REACH Law experts Steve George and
Frederik Johanson will provide you with a comprehensive overview of applicable UK REACH requirements depending on the role of
the company in the supply chain.

More info and registration

RECOGNITION TRAINING FOR STRUCK-BY AND CAUGHT-IN-BETWEEN HAZARDS
Advice on webinar received from Marc K. Shaye Hon.FISCO, Member of ISCO Executive Committee.
Information on this event was published on Page 11 of ISCO Newsletter 769 (Link at https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/)

ONLINE TRAINING COURSES

INCIDENT COMMAND TRAINING FROM SPILLCONSULT ONLINE TRAINING PORTAL
For information on these courses, please visit https://spillconsult.learnupon.com/store
Details of these courses were published on Page 7 of ISCO Newsletter 769 (Link at https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/)

LLOYDS MARITIME ACADEMY - CERTIFICATE IN MARITIME ENVIRONMENTAL
MANAGEMENT
Course commences on 28th January 2021. Study the principles underpinning maritime environmental management and associated
issues of management strategy, compliance and enforcement. More info
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(CONTINUED)

ENERGY INSTITUTE - FIVE ONLINE TRAINING COURSES FOR OFFSHORE WORKERS
The Energy Institute has announced the availability of currently available short online environmental training courses for offshore
workers. Details of five currently available training courses were published on Page 10 of ISCO Newsletter 770. (Link at
https://spillcontrol.org/newsletters/)

EMPIRE EGYPT - OIL SPILL RESPONSE - 1 DAY FOUNDATION COURSE
1 Day online self-paced training program which provides a foundation knowledge and skills for on-site first response to oil spills with
the emphasis on combating and the various clean-up methods, supported by exercises and quizzes. A Certificate of Completion will
be issued for candidates who pass the final assessment exam.
MEET THE INSTRUCTOR - Alaa Abdallah is a Marine Engineer and an Oil Spill Response expert with a diverse experience in the Oil &
Gas and Maritime fields since 2001. He has responded to various types of oil spill incidents throughout the Middle East and
Internationally. More info For ISCO members and readers a 50% discount is available until 31 March 2021. Using the code: ISCO50

TRAINING COURSES FROM CHEMICAL WATCH



THE PRACTICAL GUIDE TO ECOTOXICOLOGY AND THE ENVIRONMENT - This course provides you with the knowledge to recognise
the ways in which chemicals may interact with the environment and the precautionary measures which are needed to prevent
harm. More info
THE BASICS OF REACH REGULATION - The primary objective of REACH is to improve the protection of human health and the
environment. Without compliance with the Regulation, companies and their personnel could open themselves to potential fines,
injunctions or even prison sentences. Understanding the Regulation and how to comply with it ensures the safety of humans and
the environment along with protecting the interests of your company. More info

SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY

NEW CLUES HELP EXPLAIN WHY PFAS CHEMICALS RESIST REMEDIATION
Chemicals used in firefighting foam and other products can last for decades in the environment, resisting efforts to remove them.
New research suggest why that happens and new avenues for remediation.
The synthetic chemicals known as PFAS, short for perfluoroalkyl and polyfluoroalkyl substances, are found in soil and groundwater
where they have accumulated, posing risks to human health ranging from respiratory problems to cancer.
New research from the University of Houston and Oregon State University published in Environmental Science and Technology Letters
suggests why these "forever chemicals" -- so called because they can persist in the environment for decades -- are so difficult to
permanently remove and offers new avenues for better remediation practices.
The work focused on the interactions sparked when firefighters use firefighting foam, which contains PFAS, to combat fires involving
jet fuel, diesel or other hydrocarbon-based fuels. Firefighter training sites are well-documented sources of PFAS pollution.
Konstantinos Kostarelos, a researcher with UH Energy and corresponding author for the work, said the interactions form a viscous
water-in-oil microemulsion, which chemical analysis determined retains a high level of the PFAS.
Unlike many emulsions of oil and liquid, which separate into their component parts over time, these microemulsions -- composed of
liquids from the firefighting foam and the hydrocarbon-based fuel -- retain their composition, Kostarelos said. "It behaves like a
separate phase: the water phase, oil phase and the microemulsion phase. And the microemulsion phase encapsulates these PFAS."
Experimental trials that simulate the subsurface determined about 80% of PFAS were retained in the microemulsions when they flow
through the soil, he said. "If they passed through easily, they wouldn't have been so persistent over the course of decades."
Produced during the post-World War II chemical boom, PFAS are found in consumer products ranging from anti-stain treatments to
Teflon and microwave popcorn bags, in addition to firefighting foam. They were prized because they resist heat, oil and water -traditional methods of removing or breaking down chemicals -- as a result of the strong bond between the carbon and fluorine atoms
that make up PFAS molecules. Science Daily / Read more

CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

INTERNATIONAL OPEN TENDER NOTIFICATION SERVICE
This is a subscription service. Have a look to see examples of open tenders.

OTHER OPPORTUNITIES: USA & EUROPE
USA - Government solicitations are frequently posted in Technology Innovation News Survey and US EPA Tech Direct.
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CONTRACTS, TENDERS AND BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES (CONTINUED)
EUROPE – European Maritime Safety Agency invitations to tender are often posted in The EMSA Newsletter.
See “Links for other publications” for links to download current issues of these publications. Readers are welcome to post tender
invitations in this section.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Event organisers are requested to notify ISCO immediately if a listed event is cancelled or postponed
Your Editor is doing his best to keep this listing up-to-date but it should not be assumed that listed events have not been cancelled or postponed. It
is recommended that you check with event organisers before finalising your attendance plans.
If an event title is not printed in blue ink it is not hyperlinked to the event website. This may be because the website is not yet available or because
the link for the website has not yet been given. If you want to request the addition of an event please contact the Editor.

For more information click on Title of Event

COUNTRY
VIRTUAL EVENT
VIRTUAL EVENT
VIRTUAL EVENT
VIRTUAL EVENT

.

2021

TITLE OF EVENT

LOCATION

January 26
January 30
February 2-4
February 8-9

ADMIRALTY Blue Data Conference
Online
Indian EcoMarket Trade Fair 2021.01
Online
Sustainability Leaders Forum 2021
Online
The JOIFF Industrial Fire & Hazard Management Online
Virtual Conference & Exhibition 2021
VIRTUAL EVENT
February 22-26
Ninth Technology Workshop for Oil Spill Response
Online
VIRTUAL EVENT
March 2-4
International Symposium on Plastics in the Arctic and Online
Sub-Arctic Region
MALTA
March 10
Regional Meeting of National Experts on the Post- Online
2021 Mediterranean Strategy for Prevention of and
Response to Marine Pollution from Ships
VIRTUAL EVENT
March 23
CEDRE Information Day on Containers
Online
USA
May 9
APICOM GM Meeting
New Orleans LA
VIRTUAL EVENT
May 10-13
International Oil Spill Conference (IOSC 2021)
Online
VIRTUAL EVENT
May 20-21
European Maritime Day
Online
MALTA
May 25-27
Fourteenth Meeting of the Focal Points of the Valetta
Regional Marine Pollution Emergency Response
Centre for the Mediterranean Sea (REMPEC)
UAE
April 6-7
HSE Forum UAE 2021
Dubai
CANADA
June 8-10
43rd AMOP Technical Seminar on Environmental Edmonton, Alberta
Contamination and Response
USA
June 8-10
Elastec Spill Workshop 2021
Carmi, IL
USA
June 28-30
Clean Pacific Conference & Exhibition
Seattle, WA
USA
September 7-10 Hazmat Emergency Response Workshop
Sacramento, CA
USA
Sept. 13-15
Clean Waterways Conference & Exhibition
Louisville, KY
USA
Nov. 16-18
Clean Gulf Conference & Exhibition
San Antonio, TX
BAHREIN
Nov. 28-30
International Conference & Exhibition on Spills, Bahrein
Clean Seas & Environment
Please advise the Editor if any of the above entries require correction or updating. John.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org

PUBLICATIONS

ICS LAUNCHES NEW EDITION OF ESSENTIAL TANKER SAFETY GUIDE FOR
CHEMICAL CARGOES
January 19 - With a background of unprecedented challenges for the maritime sector, safety continues to be a
priority for the International Chamber of Shipping (ICS). To ensure that the very best guidance is available for the
chemical tanker sector, ICS has launched a new edition of the standard reference work for those working on
tankers carrying chemical cargoes, the ICS Tanker Safety Guide (Chemicals).
The fifth edition of the Guide provides chemical tanker operators and crew with up-to-date best practice guidance
for safe and pollution-free operations on ships regulated under MARPOL Annex II. This includes oil tankers
operating in accordance with Annex II when they are carrying chemical cargoes.
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PUBLICATIONS (CONTINUED)
Chris Oliver, Nautical Director at the International Chamber of Shipping and project leader says: “Senior industry experts have
contributed their expertise and experience to the technical working group to help shape the new Guide. We have worked to simplify
this new edition and to make it easier to use – and hence more likely to be used. Techniques learned in the aviation industry have
been incorporated to make the checklists more effective and the industry’s greater understanding of human factors means that we
can make the messaging more relevant to the user, and consequently more effective. Hellenic Shipping News / Read more

NEW ISSUE OF TRI-STATE'S OILED WILDLIFE LOG (OWL) PUBLISHED

North American Beaver release cover photo courtesy of John R. Dominy, Mayor of Wenonah County, NJ
“Despite the demand wildlife rehabilitation places on me, I have never found any difficulty in arriving at valid reasons for doing it.”
- Lynne Frink, Tri-State Founder
Download and read the January 2021 issue of Oiled Wildlife Log

LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS
AMSA Update
ATRAC Newsletter
AUSMEPA Bulletin
BIMCO Bulletin
Newsletter from George Holliday
Cedre Newsletter
EMSA Newsletters
Environmental Expert
GDACS Newsletter
GEF Newsletter
GESAMP
GISEA Quarterly Newsletter
IMO News Magazine
IMO Publishing Newsletter
ITOPF Ocean Orbit
JOIFF Catalyst Newsletter
Maritime Executive Magazine
MEDNEWS
MOIG Newsletter

NCEC Newsletter
Navigate Response
NOAA OR&R
Oceanbuzz

OCIMF Newsletter
OHMSETT Gazette
Oiled Wildlife Log
OSPAR Newsletter
PEMSEA Newsletter

Latest News from the Australian Maritime Safety Authority
Current issue
News from the Adriatic Training and Research Centre
October 2020
News from the Australian Marine Environment Protection Assoc’n
Summer 2020
Marine and shipping-related news from BIMCO
December 2020
News and commentary on HSE issues from George Holliday
Free on request
News from Cedre in Brittany, France
November 2020
News from the European Maritime Safety Agency
Current issue
Environmental News from Environmental Expert
Current issue
Daily alerts for natural disasters – earthquakes, floods, typhoons, etc.
Free on request
Monthly Newsletter from the Global Environment Facility
Subscription
Group of Experts on the Scientific Aspects of Marine Environmental Protection Latest news
News from Global Initiative for South-East Asia
Q3 2020
News from the International Maritime Organization
Autumn/Winter 2020
New and forthcoming IMO publications
September 2020
News magazine from ITOPF with interesting spill resonse articles
October2019
Int’l Organisation for Industrial Hazard Management
Q4 2020 issue
Often contains articles of interest to the spill response community
Current issue
News from UNEP Mediterranean Action Programme
02 / 2020
News from the Mediterranean Oil Industry Group
January 2020
News from the National Chemical Emergency Centre
December 2020
Global crisis communications network for shipping & marine
Current issue
Weekly round-up of news from NOAA’s Office of Response & Restoration
Latest issue
Newsletter giving news on the Ocean Technology Industry
Current issue
News from the Oil Companies International Marine Forum
Current issue
Oil Spill Response Research & Renewable Energy Test Facility Quarterly
Autumn 2020
Bi-annual Newsletter from Tri-State Bird Rescue & Research
January 2021
Protecting & Conserving the N.E. Atlantic and its resources
End of year 2019
Healthy oceans, people and economies in the East Asian Seas
Current issue
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LINKS FOR DOWNLOADING AND READING OTHER PUBLICATIONS (CONTINUED)
Pollution Online Newsletter
Salvage World
Sea Alarm Foundation Newsletter
Society of Maritime Industries
Spill Alert
Technology Innovation News Survey
The Maritime Advocate
USA EPA Tech Direct
Water Pollution & Flood News
WestMOPoCo

News for pollution prevention & control professionals
Quarterly Newsletter of the International Salvage Union
Oiled wildlife Preparedness and Response news from Sea Alarm
News from the UK’s maritime engineering and business services sector.
Quarterly Newsletter from UK & Ireland Spill Association
News from US EPA – Contaminated Site Decontamination
Maritime News from Sandra Speares
Remediation of contaminated soil and groundwater
Monthly round-ups of UK & Worldwide Spill and Flood News
Western Mediterranean Region Marine Oil & HNS Pollution Co-operation

Current issue
Current issue
Current issue
October 2020
December 2020
Dec.1-15, 2020
Current issue
January 1, 2021
Free on request
November 2020

Your editor depends on regular receipt of updated URL links for listed publications. If these are not received, relevant entries will be
discontinued. Publishers are kindly requested to advise the editor john.mcmurtrie@spillcontrol.org if any of the links are not up-todate.

MESSAGES RECEIVED FROM EVENT ORGANISERS

Put the CLEAN Event Dates in Your Calendar and Join Us in 2021!

June 28-30, 2021
Hyatt Regency Lake Washington
Renton, WA
www.cleanpacific.org
CLEAN PACIFIC is a must-attend annual event for those from industry and government involved in prevention, response and
remediation in the Western United States and Canada. The goal of CLEAN PACIFIC is to deliver a valuable event that covers the
most pressing matters to this region and offer ample time for attendees to network and cultivate the relationships that are crucial to
a successful response.

September 13-15, 2021
Galt House
Louisville, KY
www.cleanwaterwaysevent.org
CLEAN WATERWAYS was founded on the recognition of the intricacies of inland waterways across multiple state borders and the
need for establishing working relationships among all parties involved in a response, prior to an incident occurring. The connections
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MESSAGES RECEIVED FROM EVENT ORGANISERS (CONTINUED)
made at CLEAN WATERWAYS, while sharing best practices and lessons learned, promote open communication and build trust
across many industry sectors and agencies.

November 16-18, 2021
Henry B. Gonzalez Convention Center
San Antonio, TX
www.cleangulf.org
CLEAN GULF is North America’s largest annual spill prevention and response event covering real-world best practices and lessons
learned. For 30 years we have been your trusted partner, helping serve your mission by providing a platform for you to engage,
share, inspire, and effectively arm yourselves for future incidents.

Registration for the 2021 events will be open soon!
Your investment in an exhibit space and/or sponsorship at a Clean Event will deliver the buyers and leads your company is looking
for in 2021. The Clean Events bring together spill response professionals looking to network and discover new solutions, products,
and technologies for the market they serve. Whether your company is focused on spill prevention and response in the Western
United States & Canada, the inland environment or the Gulf Coast, the Clean Events have you covered.

INCIDENT REPORTS

NORTH PACIFIC: MAERSK BOXSHIP LOSES 750 CONTAINERS OVERBOARD
January 20 - Heavy weather in the North Pacific is being blamed for the loss of
containers aboard one of Maersk’s containerships. This is the third container loss
incident recently reported in the Pacific.
Maersk is saying that approximately 750 containers were lost overboard from the
Maersk Essen, a 148,723 dwt vessel with a capacity of 13,100 TEU. The loss occurred
on January 16, but the line did not supply details on the vessel’s location. According
to tracking provided by Pole Star, the Maersk Essen was about 430 nautical miles
NNE of Honolulu at about 1800 GMT on January 16. The Maritime Executive / Read
more Read arelated report in gCaptain

INDONESIA: CONTAINER SHIP COLLIDED WITH TUG AND OIL BARGE, 3 CREW
MISSING, BARGE LEAKING PALM OIL
January 24 - Container ship TANTO BERSINAR collided with tug MITRA JAYA XIX towing oil barge, loaded with palm oil, at around 0315
WIB (UTC +7) Jan 23, off Gresik port in outer anchorage area, Java sea, Surabaya. Understood tug with 8 crew sank, 3 crew were
rescued, 5 remain missing. Barge was heavily damaged, developed list, and is leaking her cargo. Maritime Bulletin / Read more
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Legal disclaimer: Whilst ISCO takes every care to ensure that information published in this newsletter is accurate unintentional
mistakes can occur. No liability for consequences of errors is accepted but, if an error is brought to our attention, a correction will be
printed in a following issue of this newsletter. Products and services featured in the ISCO Newsletter and/or the ISCO website,
including the International Directory of Spill Response Supplies and Services, have not been tested, approved or endorsed by ISCO.
Any claims made by suppliers of products or services are solely those of the suppliers and ISCO does not accept any liability for their
accuracy. It should not be assumed that views and opinions expressed in linked reports, articles and other content reflect the views
of the organization. Subscription is subject to acceptance of ISCO’s Terms and Conditions as published on the website
www.spillcontrol.org and your acceptance of ISCO’s Data Protection and Privacy Policy.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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